20             COMMISSIONER  RAILTON

The dismissal of Railton followed, and he appears
to have been singularly untroubled by the fact that he
was left without the means of supporting himself. His
whole mind was engrossed by spiritual questions. His
search for a perfect representation of Christian life had
so far failed. He therefore decided that it was unneces-
sary for him to look to any Church or sect for leader-
ship since he meant to give up his whole life to God.
He became convinced that the entire system of the
various Churches hindered rather than helped the
carrying out of God's plans, and determined not to
become a candidate for the ministry.

After much perplexity, the longing to be a mis-
sionary overpowered every other thought. His parents
had both been missionaries, and he had always fe?lt
that he belonged to the mission fields. Yet the some
difficulty which applied to the Churches followed him
here. He feared that any Missionary Society employ-
ing him would hamper him with rules and regulations,
and would expect him to study theology instead of
going at once to the heathen.

The conviction that he must act independently of
human direction, relying only upon the guidance of
God, gained such power over him that he resolved
upon a course of action appalling to his relatives and
friends. His plan was to set out' alone, and with only
twenty pounds (still remaining from the sale of his
father's library) in his pocket, to make his way to
some unknown part of Africa where no missionary" had
yet penetrated.

The opposition of his friends to this lonely under-
taking by a young man of nineteen was only natural
and reasonable; but to Railton every argument as to
his being c too young * or ' too inexperienced ' appeared
contrary to the call of Christ.

Travelling in those days was more difficult than we
now realize, ^and although Railton carried out his plan
and started in great enthusiasm, he was to learn many
lessons and see many new sides of life before he
reached his native land again. Probably no one ever